My associates and I mentioned the hazard of unqualified translation of our results to human events. Pratt has posed specific points in this regard. Although valid questions may be raised, his critique, based on warm air, in tepees, igloos, and stovepipes is, we think, misleading.
Pratt was critical of the open ends of the passages. In the ductal system, as in man, pressure differences between proximal and distal ends provided impetus to the s!moke bolus and air. The mechanics of the situation can be set down simply (2). The month (T') recorded by marine life must surely be the synodical month, as emphasized by Runcorn We must leave open the possibility which most writers on this subject do not consider, that the moment of inertia of the earth has slowly varied during its evolution-but this is likely to be at a rate, so far as its effect on the earth's rotation is concerned, much smaller than the effect of tidal friction (2). Thus we can write
where ,B is the ratio of the solar to the lunar tidal frictional torque and dl is the decrease of moment of inertia since the geological period considered. The present ratio of the earth's spin momentum to the moon's orbital angular momentum is 1/4.83. Thus 
